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Executive Summary
The architecture’s history seems to be filled with spaces examples that are challenging for inhabitation either visually or physically. It is because space design is mostly a product of limitations, and compromise due to allocated budget or material, and reduced to something, which is measurable and calculable. The physical space may be interpreted as the space disconnected from what it occupies, as the visual space quality becomes dominant leading to the potential of reducing a design of socially context to the design product. The Islamic architectural space examples to be discussed include a mosque, palace, tomb, fort, urban buildings, and school. The aim of the paper is to analyze Islamic architecture traditions, its conditions, and the way it leads to new spatial possibilities.
Annotated Bibliography
Parsaee, M., Parva, M., & Karimi, B. (2015). Space and place concepts analysis based on semiology approach in residential architecture 
Every building being part of the architectural culture seems to be selected in visualizing the mental image through its form. People stay in space and try to change the elements in meaningful signs or add some signs from outside thus having the continuous interactive connection with space (Parsaee, Parva, & Karimi, 2015). The objects and tasks are like the text, which contains the signs system that may be evaluated from the new outlook. The author states meaning, relation, time, and place as the four elements that form human made surroundings. Architectural semiology seems to use a linguistic blueprint in the manner, which somehow regards architecture as the language. The author thus has evaluated the residential architecture as the cultural phenomenon (Parsaee, Parva, & Karimi, 2015). Therefore, people’s believes about utopian life determines their houses form and the spaces shape plus their links to a particular region having equal capacities, limitations, and facilities.

Saoud, R. (2016). Introduction to Islamic Architecture. Muslim Heritage
Saod explains that even though the Muslim architecture seems to be investigated widely, it remains excluded from the mainstream theories of architecture where more of its existing works seems to be taken by sympathizers group due to curiosities. The Islamic architecture motion has been linked to Muslim monuments like castles, palaces, and mosques (Saoud, 2016). Other scholars have named it as Muhammedan and Saracenic. Besides, there exists another view in West that rejects Islamic architecture by arguing that the Muslim architecture was utilized by orientalists in differentiating it from other architecture types. The prejudice is argued by Islam’s reluctance misconception to urbanization and building that circulates amongst the scholars (Saoud, 2016). They advocate that the Arabs nomadic lifestyle discourage any permanent settlement form and therefore any building or architectural tradition. Based on the view, many Muslims imitated and employed the masons from the cultures. The author adds that Muslim architecture indicates the highest level of sophistication and power, which a Muslim society had attained at a period Europe, was still at dark ages (Saoud, 2016). The humankind owes more of the architectural development towards the ancient Muslim architects.
Abdelmonem, M. G. (2012). The Practice of Home in old Cairo: Towards socio-spatial models of sustainable living. Hospitality & Society
The author Abdelmonem investigates home practice as the daily system for the sustainable living in the nation of old Cairo. The home idea in the historic urban space seems to involve the fluid socio-spatial connections and make effective use of the space-activity-time dynamics. The person’s home sense shrinks within or extended beyond the particular house’s physical boundaries in the past as the spatial settings were consumed and produced according to special events, gender association, or daytime (Abdelmonem, 2012). The authors argue that the architects working in the context should know dynamics of the intricate traditional structure when developing locally informed and original designs, which base on the daily spatial processes. In remaining the positive change agents, the architects are required to learn the processes and history of the traditional architectures evolution in response to the current requirements (Abdelmonem, 2012). The current professional knowledge seems to lack in making the lived spaces, which may be peculiar to the traditional context of the old city. The new home architecture should embrace the collaborative socio-spatial process that architects learn the local context dynamics and assist in providing efficient responses towards daily needs (Abdelmonem, 2012). The author suggests that innovation and creativity in architecture may become more responsive and strategic.
Nasser Rabbat. (2013). Why is Contemporary Islamic Architecture Risking Banality? Journal of the American Oriental Society
The author Rabbat explains that architecture in the Islamic world has undergone the major shifts series in the past two centuries that is essentially the western colonial period and the aftermath. The Islamic architecture definition is seen as the European idea which obliges its genesis towards the project of post-enlightenment which aims to codify, classify and collect the available knowledge regarding the entire cultures (Rabbat, 2013). The early Islamic architecture conception was regarded as essentialist and romantic apart from not bothering to distinguish between various historical architecture strands within the Islamic nation. The author revealed that no architect in the world has accomplished the more steadfastly, gracefully and passionately architectures than the ancient architects (Rabbat, 2013). He also challenges the mainstream of architecture modernist of the training through advocating the vernacular return as the architectural source and the social rejuvenation. Besides, the proposed design principles are regarded as the indigenously formed architecture expressions having clear environmental and cultural place and contours rootedness (Rabbat, 2013). The author also adds that the referential reductiveness and historical exclusivity delimited by cultural autonomy theory, as it is the most crucial causes of potential architectural production homogenization in the current Islamic world.
Kotob, J. (2016). Why Now, More Than Ever, We Need A New Islamic Architecture. Architecture Design
The author Kotob explains that in the period when Muslims found themselves at the political stage center, the Islamic architecture topic in the US has become more relevant. The US mosque seems to be the prominent symbol in which cultures, practices, and identities converge. The convergence has resulted in the different targets further leading to mosques, which fail to serve and identify the diverse constituents’ needs (Kotob, 2016). The author adds that the architects must pursue the specific style while exploring the fundamental universality, which associates mosques as the places linking souls to another and towards nature. The connectivity is a spiritual expertise heart, which is outward embracing, transparent and looking. Since beauty connotes the humanity, people refer to the natural object as beautiful when they see its form in the expression of fitness and the perfect function fulfillment. Sacred architecture is a perfect alignment of various parts, which make the entire building and community (Kotob, 2016). Besides, it is a concluding expression of context, form, aesthetic, function, and the users’ needs.
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